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DETAILED ACTION 

This is in reference to Appeal Brief received by the office on 22 May 2006 and 
03 August 2006 proposed amendment to the pending claim 1 for alloance. 

Applicant's Attorney had informed the office on 08 August 2006 that applicant 
would not want to amend the pending claim 1 as proposed by the office and would like 
to proceed with the prosecution of the application with the current pending claims in the 
application. 

However, during the search of another application, examiner found new prior art 
JP 02032665 A which teaches "In an automatic material ordering device, detecting the 
fact that the remaining quantity of the material goes less than a value set in advance, a 
material refilling signal (c) is transmitted to the reception side device 40 to perform the 
automatic ordering of the material when the remaining quantity of the material goes less 
than the constant value". 

Also, another prior art Barnes et al. US Patent 5,970,475 which teaches system 
and method which enables a plurality of users within a purchasing organization to 
procure goods/services from pre-arranged suppliers, consistent with the level of 
authorization given to each user. 

Office is waiting for the translated copy of the JP 02032665 A reference. Office 
will issue response to applicant's appeal brief after review of the newly found 
references. 
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ABSTRACT: 

PURPOSE: To perform the automatic ordering of a material by using a 
communication line by connecting the line to a reception side device registered 
in advance, and transmitting a material refilling signal to the reception side 
device when it is detected that the remaining quantity of the material goes 
less than a constant value. 

CONSTITUTION: In an automation material ordering device, a detecting signal 
(a) is outputted from a detecting signal generating means 32 in the case of 
detecting the fact that the remaining quantity of the material goes less than a 
value set in advance by a detecting means 31 . The line to the reception side 
device 40 registered in advance is connected to a transmission means 33 based 
on the detecting signal (a). When the line is connected, the material 
refilling signal (c) is transmitted to the reception side device 40. In such a 
way, it is possible to perform the automatic ordering of the material when the 
remaining quantity of the material goes less than the constant value. 
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[57] ABSTRACT 

An Electronic Commerce system enables corporate purchas- 
ers and suppliers to electronically transact for the purchase 
and supply of goods/services. The system includes three 
major hardware and software components: buyer, supplier 
and bank/administration. To enable suppliers to supply 
goods and services online and process electronic orders, 
several software components are used for operating a sup- 
plier processor server and a supplier catalog server. To 
enable corporate purchasers to purchase products and ser- 
vices online, preferably over the Internet, from suppliers, 
software is used for operating a customer server to which 
multiple users may log-on and access the supplier server. An 
Automated Clearing House (ACH) server may be used to 
interface with a bank's (ACH) systems. A service bureau 
that supplies the hardware and/or software components and 
assists to administer the system includes a transaction 
counter, which records transactions and charges the buyers 
and/or suppliers based on the number of purchase orders 
and/or invoices issued. 

Although the present invention has been described in rela- 
tion to particular embodiments thereof, many other varia- 
tions, modifications and other uses will become apparent in 
those skilled in the art. It is preferred that the present 
intention be limited not by the specific disclosure herein, but 
by the scope of the appended claims. 

25 Claims, 26 Drawing Sheets 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Naresh Vig whose telephone number is (571) 272-6810. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30 - 6:00 (Wednesday off). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Weiss can be reached on (571 ) 272-6812. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Naresh Vig 
Examiner 
Art Unit 3629 



